	Practicum Lesson Number
	4
	Time of Lesson
	10:35-12:15am

13th August 2010
	Duration of Lesson
	90 mins

Double – (two 45 min periods) 
	Class size
	22

	Topic and Focus
	English: Apostrophes (Possessive Apostrophes) 
	Year Level
	Year 7 English- VELS Level 5 


	Learning Focus: 

Identifying and assessing students’ prior knowledge:

· Students will begin creating mind maps, identifying and recording their understandings and knowledge of apostrophes.

Introducing possessive apostrophes: 

· Students will gain a greater understanding and knowledge of possessive apostrophes, regarding what is an apostrophe, how and why they are used, and the punctuation rules for indicating possession.  

	VELS Strands: Level 3
	Domains
	Dimensions
	Key elements of standards to which lesson is focused

	Physical, personal and social learning
	Interpersonal development 


	Working in teams
	· At Level 5, students accept responsibility as a team member and support other members to share information, explore the ideas of others, and work cooperatively to achieve a shared purpose within a realistic timeframe.

	Discipline-based learning 


	English
	Writing


	· Students improve the accuracy and readability of their writing, developing confidence in the identification and use of grammatical conventions and features of language and in their use of figurative language.

· They use a range of punctuation accurately to support meaning, including the use of ellipses, dashes, colons and semi-colons.

· They edit their writing for clarity, coherence and consistency of style, and proofread and correct spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors. 


	Assessment Criteria and Method of Evaluation:

	Standards 
	Assessment Criteria 
	Evidence

	Interpersonal development

· Working in teams


	· Accept responsibility as a team member.
· Support other members to share information, and explore the ideas of others. 
· Work cooperatively to achieve a shared purpose within a realistic timeframe.
	· Teacher observations and records of students’ skills in working with others. 

	English

· Writing


	· Develop confidence in the identification and use of possessive apostrophes. 

· Use a range of possessive apostrophes accurately to support meaning. 

· Proofread and correct spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors relating to apostrophes. 
	· Teacher observations and records of students’ skills in apostrophe usage. 

· Students mind maps.

· Group activity- student responses to problem-pictures of apostrophe usage.  




	Students background knowledge

Speaking to my mentor teacher, the majority of students had demonstrated in their recently submitted assessment task, a misunderstanding and difficulty regarding the use of apostrophes, particularly possessive apostrophes. 

From looking at student work samples, there are a range of levels of understanding and knowledge regarding the correct use of apostrophes. This lesson will be the first lesson focusing on apostrophes and will serve as an introductory lesson. This lesson will also introduce and teach the basic punctuation and grammar rules of possessive apostrophes, building on and extending the students’ existing knowledge of apostrophes.  

	Resources and Materials 

· Student materials- pencils/pens
· A4 white paper sheets
· Collection of photos and images illustrating examples of apostrophes misused in public contexts
· Laptop computer
· Digital projector
· Whiteboard markers



	Stage of Lesson
	Tasks
	Time
	Student Action
	Teacher Action

	Stage 1: Introduction


	Introduction.

+ Explain to students that out focus for English over the next week will be on apostrophes. Reiterate that the apostrophe is the most used and misused English punctuation marks. 

+ Ask student questions: What is an Apostrophe? Why do we use them? How do we use them? Reiterate two uses for apostrophes and that it is the possessiveness that causes the most trouble and which will be our particular focus during these Grammar lessons.
	5 mins
	+ Participating in class discussion. 

+ Raising hand before speaking.
	 + Using Bloom’s Taxonomy to structure questioning and the use of verbs in question prompts.



	Stage 2: 

Body of Lesson
	Task A

Pre-test: student mind maps.

+ Write a series of questions, focusing on apostrophes, on the whiteboard. (e.g. What are apostrophes? Why do we use them? What do they tell us?)

+ Students use these to create a mind map; writing and drawing everything they know about apostrophes. 

+ Instruct students to hold onto these maps for the next three weeks as they will be using these when reflecting on their learning at the end of each lesson; adding new understandings, knowledge and skills about apostrophes usage. 
	15 mins
	+ Creating their mind maps on apostrophes. 

Students are familiar with mind    maps and have used these before in English and other subjects. 
	+ Writing question prompts on whiteboard.

+ Walking around the room, observing students and making sure they are working on mind map and are on task. 

	
	Task B

Discussion and Brainstorm.

+ Using mind maps, students participate in whole class discussion on apostrophes.

+ Then as a class, brainstorm a list of the different types of apostrophes

+ From this list, as a class create a table to organise the data into what apostrophe we have identified, its definition and an example of its use, using the whiteboard. 

+ Students may add new understandings to their mind maps. 
	15-20 mins
	+ Participating in class discussion. 

+ Raising hand before speaking.

+  Adding to their mind map using another colour to the one used previously. 
	+ Using Bloom’s Taxonomy to structure questioning and the use of verbs in question prompts.

+ Throughout this task, introduce formal terms, definitions and the basic rules of contraction and possessive apostrophes.

+ Using the whiteboard, create a list and then a table using the data generated from the class discussion. 

+ When using the whiteboard, draw pictures and use a number of different coloured whiteboard markers to assist in visually organising the data. Catering for visual learners as well as an Asperger’s student.   

+ When students add to their mind maps, ask them to use another colour so the development of student understandings of apostrophes will be easily identified.

	
	Task C

Teaching using visuals- seeing, identifying, thinking and editing.

+ Beginning with singular nouns, re-introduce the rule for apostrophes when a singular noun is used. Model this on the whiteboard.

+ Then present a picture of a possessive (singular noun) apostrophe misused in a public context. Ask students to identify and name the apostrophe type. As a class, discuss and identify the problem with apostrophe and then edit the sentence or phrase. 

+ Repeat this activity using plural nouns, beginning with plurals that end in a ‘s’ before moving onto plurals that are irregular nouns. 
	15-20 mins
	+ Participating in class discussion. 

+ Raising hand before speaking.
	+ Using Bloom’s Taxonomy to structure questioning and the use of verbs in question prompts.

+ Continuing to introduce formal terms, definitions and the basic rules of possessive apostrophes.



	
	Task D

Group activity 

+ Students are given a number of images of misused possessive apostrophes (both singular and plural nouns). 

+ In small groups of 3, students identify and name the apostrophe type, identify the problem with the apostrophe and then edit the sentence or phrase.

+  Groups share one misused apostrophe image with the rest of the class.
	15-20 mins 
	+ Working co-operatively with their peers in small groups.

+ Working together to complete the activity.

+ As a group, sharing and presenting their learning to the class. 
	+ Before commencing task, ask students if they have any questions. Call on a small number of students to repeat task instructions back to the whole class to ensure all understand the activity.

+ Walking around the room to assist students, students understand the task correctly and are on task. 

	Stage 3: Conclusion/

Closure
	Conclusion

+ Ask students to identify which apostrophes they believe were the most problematic, drawing on the photos they had seen and any difficulties they might have had during the lesson’s activities. 

+ Ask students to collect and bring any examples they might find of apostrophes used incorrectly. 

+ Students add any new knowledge and understandings of apostrophes to their mind maps. 
	10 mins
	+ Reflecting on the lesson and its activities and their learning. 

+ Participating in class discussion. 

+ Raising hand before speaking.

+  Adding to their mind map using another colour to the one used previously.

+ Writing reminder notes in student diary to collect and bring pictures of misused apostrophes to class. 

These images will be collected throughout the extended learning sequence and will be used in a later student activity. 
	+ Using Bloom’s Taxonomy to structure questioning and the use of verbs in question prompts.

+ Remind students to use another colour when adding to mind map. 




